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Raptors: Diurnal Birds of Prey 

Books 
 
 

• Raptors: The Curious Nature of Diurnal Birds of Prey. 
by Keith L. Bildstein. 2017. Cornell University Press. 
Ithaca, New York. 311 pages.   
 
This is a comprehensive and accessible account of 
raptors for general audience, including evolutionary 
history, relationships to other groups of birds, sensory 
abilities, natural history, breeding ecology and feeding 
behavior as well as threats in a human-dominated 
world. 

 

 

• Birds of Prey: Hawks, Eagles, Falcons, and Vultures of 
North America. by Pete Dunne and Kevin T. Karlson. 
2017. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Co. New 
York. 303 pages.  
 
This is a comprehensive and beautifully illustrated 
resource on North America’s Birds of Prey, authored by 
renowned raptor biologist Pete Dunne with stunning 
photos by Kevin Karlson.  

 

 
 

• Raptors of the World: A Field Guide. James Ferguson-
Lees and David A. Christie.  Bloomsbury Publishing. 2005. 
 
A guide to identification along with a lot of natural history of 
the world’s raptor species. 
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Your purchase of books from Project Puffin’s Online Store supports Hog Island Audubon Camp and its 
programming.  Make a difference for birds by clicking on the jacket covers above for a direct online link. 

http://projectpuffin.3dcartstores.com/Raptors-The-Curious-Nature-of-Diurnal-Birds-of-Prey-hardcover_p_980.html
http://projectpuffin.3dcartstores.com/Birds-of-Prey-Hawks-Eagles-Falcons-and-Vultures-of-North-America_p_979.html
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• Falcons of North America. Kate Davis. Mountain Press. 
2008.  
 
Great coverage of the six species of falcons nesting in 
North America and amazing photography 
 
 

 

• Population Ecology of Raptors. Ian Newton. Poyser 
Monographs. 1979. 
 
Old and out-of-print, but a classic in the study of raptor ecology. 

 

 
• Ospreys: A Natural and Unnatural History. Alan Poole. 

1989. Cambridge University Press.  
 
The bible on Ospreys.  Unfortunately, out of print but can be 
found on the used-book market.  A new book by Alan Poole 
will come out soon from Johns Hopkins University Press. This 
book is very accessible for the lay audience, but with full 
scientific citations in text. The new book will be a bit more 
oriented to a popular audience. 

 

 

• A Field Guide to Hawks of North America (Peterson Field 
Guides). William S. Clark, Brian K. Wheeler. 2001. 
 
Bill Clark is the guru of hawk identification in the field. 

 

 

 

 

• Hawks from Every Angle: How to Identify Raptors In 
Flight. Jerry Liguori. 2005. Princeton University Press. 
 
For the truly obsessed. 
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Journal Articles 
 
 

• V.A. Tucker. 2000.  The deep fovea, sideways vision and spiral flight paths in 
raptors. Journal of Experimental Biology 203: 3745-3754; 
(http://jeb.biologists.org/content/jexbio/203/24/3745.full.pdf) 

 

• V.A. Tucker, A.E. Tucker, K. Akers, J.H. Enderson. 2000. Curved flight paths and 
sideways vision in Peregrine Falcons (Falco peregrinus). Journal of Experimental 
Biology 203: 3755-3763; 
(http://jeb.biologists.org/content/jexbio/203/24/3755.full.pdf) 

 

• Suzanne Amador Kane and Marjon Zamani. 2014. Falcons pursue prey using visual 
motion cues: new perspectives from animal-borne cameras. Journal of 
Experimental Biology 217: 225-234; (http://jeb.biologists.org/content/217/2/225.full) 

 

• Richard O. Bierregaard, Alan F. Poole and Brian E. Washburn. 2014. Ospreys 
(Pandion haliaetus) in the 21 Century: Populations, Migration, Management, and 
Research Priorities. Journal of Raptor Research 48:301-308.  
(http://www.bioone.org/doi/pdf/10.3356/0892-1016-48.4.301) 
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